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self able to discriminate between the use and
abuse of a thing. He can expose and de-
nounce hypocrisy without losing his reverence
for true religion; he can point out evils in
social life, without siding wholly with nobles
or people; he can laugh at the folly which
allows itself to be deluded by charlatanism,
without losing his respect for science. Two
hundred years had yet to pass before Bacon
should raise science, once and for all, above
the level where it lay confused with magic
and the black art. A generation to whom
gunpowder was a novelty, and spectacles an
almost miraculous aid to sight, found nothing
strange in the sight of learned men seeking
for the elixir of life, or the philosopher's stone.
In a world which was but just becoming dimly
conscious of the mighty forces which lie at
man's command, limitations were unknown,
and the boundary line between the possible
and impossible was so uncertain as to be
negligible. The populace which believed that
every sage could summon legions of devils to
his assistance, was not likely to criticise his
pretensions too closely, and doubtless many
a quack saw, and seized, the opportunity for
imposing on the easy credulity of a greedy
and wonder-loving people.